
Liberty taken
an internationaL festivaL of arts in the city of bombay
december 2015-January 2016

Liberty Taken takes place in different spaces of Bombay. In its first iteration, this 
year the festival occupies Osianama at Liberty Cinema (Liberty Taken), Clark House 
and Sir JJ School of Art (Liberty Taken Apart), and different private and public 
spaces of the city, through ephemeral and unexpected situations and micro-events 
(Liberty Taken by Surprise).

Curated by Sumesh Sharma, Zasha Colah and Luca Cerizza. 

Photo-credit: Shalaka Pai



Liberty: 

The unwrapping of the title to different ends is the conceptual paradigm of the 
festival. Many connotations of the title may be immediately possible: as a pun, 
‘Liberty Taken’ suggests playful subversion, to ‘take liberties’ with conventions, with 
history and ideas. But we may also consider Liberty as the cinema’s creators the 
Hoosain family first intended, built in 1947 as a self-avowedly ‘post-colonial’ building, 
ringing in the future. At the other spectrum of the political gaze (gazing back to 1947), 
exploitation only changed hands, caste and imperialism persist, so Liberty (Cinema) 
is also taken just by occupying the physical space of the cinema, and echoes various 
anti-Capitalist occupy movements. Art historically, Art Deco overtook the Liberty style, 
as Art Deco followed on the Art Nouveau or Liberty style. 

Liberty Taken upholds artistic licence, and the taking of artistic liberty as a powerful 
value of any art work in our current context, between fiction and history, and the 
liminal frameworks of the law. Even as artistic liberty is provoked and taken, holding, 
that there can be no liberty without equality, discussions parse and parry with the 
philosophy of liberty. 

The cinema stands as a sort of ‘gesamtkunstwerk’ that comprises the entire building: 
the entrance, red carpet staircase with large mirrors, the main cinema hall, across 
two levels - upper and lower seats, the projectionist box, with details like vitrines, a 
shimmering snack-bar, a soda fountain, graphic announcement boards with wooden 
letters to describe the programs, and a horizontal dazzle of lights of the marquee to 
announce the program each day. 

Gernot Wieland



Today’s Osianama at Liberty, was till recently called Liberty Cinema. Its construction 
dates from 1947, the year of Indian Independence, and was completed in 1949. 
Interestingly, Liberty Cinema was the first cinema in Mumbai to screen only Hindi 
productions. This Art Deco masterpiece is the result of an interesting hybridisation 
between the original project of British architect Ridey Abbott (who died in a plane 
crash during the construction of the building) and Indian architect JB Fernandes, 
who introduced some vernacular motifs. Despite the crisis that affected many old 
cinemas after the introduction of the multiplex, the building has been kept in perfect 
condition by the Hoosein family who founded it. Liberty Cinema now stands as a 
unique example of the history of cinema in Mumbai. Since September 2015, Liberty 
Cinema went through another major avatar becoming Osianama at Liberty, a critical 
step in India’s arts and cultural infrastructure. The cinema is being renovated to bring 
many more alternative voices, and new modes of sharing diverse cultural narratives. 
It is in the end, also a dialogue with the possibilities of cultural institutions in India. 
Liberty Taken takes place at Osianama at Liberty, a living museum for moving images 
and cinema, that seeks to reinvigorate cinema by revisiting its varied histories and 
supporting programs that expand its context.

Expanding the idea of cinema to other forms of projection, from the ancient art of 
memory to early modern education, wildlife exhibition design to life-size architectural 
experiments, reading to forecasting, this site specific programme of Aurélien 
Froment’s work will bring together a great number of vignettes – partly films, partly 
intervals between films – playing with our expectations when facing the screen. 
Aurélien Froment extends his occupation of Liberty Cinema, which was conceived 
as a solo project of various screenings into a multi-screening program, includes other 
artists and a retrospective he curates of the Chilean film-maker Raoul Ruiz. Froment 
worked in a cinema as a projectionist for more than a decade, and he explores the 
cinema theatre within the history of exhibition making. Aurelien Mole at the Sir JJ 
School of Art in conversation with the students of the Sculpture and Printmaking 
department begins to dwell on the dilemma between craft and the conceptual, and 
their associations with the idea of the object through the model of a workshop, that 
then culminates in a solo project at Clark House and the Sir JJ School of Art, which is 
a group exhibition in its essence and contribution. Both artists reflect the ideology of 
collaboration and its element in Clark House’s exhibition history and constitution as an 
idea of Liberty. 



Liberty taken at various venues for art night thursday
Programme scheduLe: 10 december, 6Pm-9Pm

institut français and cLark house Present:
Liberty taken by Aurelien Mole with students of Sir JJ 
School of Art
‘Liberty Taken Apart’
Lower Deck, Clark House  

stedeLiJk museum bureau amsterdam and cLark house Present: 
Liberty taken by Amol Patil, Mieke Van de Voort, Htein 
Lin, Jeronimo Voss, Judy Blum Reddy, Sawangwongse 
Yawnghwe, Diego Tonus, Adrian Melis, Sharelly 
Emanuelson, Nicoline Vanharskamp, Rupali Patil, Sosa 
Joseph.
‘Liberty Taken by Kamarados’ 
Upper Deck, Clark House

Liberty Taken by Soghra Khurasini
‘Cratered Fictions’
Tarq

Liberty Taken by Shunya Collective
‘Liberty Taken by Surprise’
Opens in Bombay

10 Dec
THU 

Aurelien Mole 



InsTITUT FrançaIs, OsIanama anD clark 
HOUse presenT:
lIBerTY Taken aT lIBerTY cInema
prOgramme scHeDUle:  11,12,13 DecemBer, 
4pm-mIDnIgHT

11 Dec
FrI 

4Pm-4.30Pm
Welcome

4.30Pm-5Pm
Liberty Taken by Gernot Wieland with 
Marianne Zamecznik
'Thievery and Songs’ - A Prologue
[Lecture-performance, premiere]

5.30Pm sharP-8.50Pm
Liberty Taken by Aurélien Froment
'461 Years of Cinematography'
[Italy, USA, France, Ireland, UK, 1554 – 2015, 
running time 200 mins with intervals, HD video. 
Premiere.] 
A detailed programme will be available at the time of 
performance.

Liberty Taken by Amol Patil 
‘Social Theatre’
[2013, video, 3 mins, loop]

Break

10.30Pm-midnight 
Liberty Taken by Raúl Ruiz
'La Maleta'
[16 mm transferred to DV cam transferred to 
HD video, 1960/completed 2008, sound, 40 
minutes] 
Introduced by Aurélien Froment. 



3Pm-3.30Pm 
Welcome

4Pm sharP-7.20Pm 
Liberty Taken by Aurélien Froment
‘461 Years of Cinematography’
[Italy, USA, France, Ireland, UK, 1554 – 2015, running time 
200 mins with intervals, HD video. Premiere.] 
A detailed programme will be available at the time of performance.

7.30Pm-8.30Pm
Liberty Taken by Raúl Ruiz
'La Maleta'
[16 mm transferred to DV cam transferred to HD video, 1960/
completed 2008, sound, 40 minutes] 
Introduced by Aurélien Froment. 

8.30Pm-8.40
Liberty Taken by Amol Patil
‘Bombay Heroes’ 
[performance, 2015, 20 mins]
‘Social Theatre’
[2013, video, 3 mins, loop]

Break

10Pm-midnight 
Liberty Taken by DJ Spooky (that subliminal kid)
freestyle 
[Impro]

12 Dec
saT



4Pm-4.45Pm
Liberty Taken by Caecilia Tripp 
'The Making Of Americans' 
[2004, 18mins]
'Music for (prepared) Bicycles (after John 
Cage & Marcel Duchamp)' 
[Score Two NY, 2013, 15mins]
'Making History' 
[2008, 10mins]

5Pm-6.20Pm 
Liberty Taken by Prajna Desai
'The Indecisive Chicken: Stories and recipes 
by eight Dharavi cooks' 
[Talk and first launch of book on food, 
aesthetics, women's labour in Dharavi.]

6.30Pm-7.30Pm
Liberty Taken by Raúl Ruiz
'La Maleta'
[16 mm transferred to DV cam transferred to 
HD video, 1960/completed 2008, sound, 40 
mins] 
Introduced by Aurélien Froment. 

Liberty Taken by Amol Patil 
‘Social Theatre’
[2013, 3 mins, loop]

Break

9Pm-11Pm 
Liberty Taken by DJ Spooky (that 
subliminal kid)
‘Rebirth of a Nation’
[2007, 100 mins]

11Pm-midnight
An Epilogue

13 Dec
sUn

Caecilia Tripp



4Pm-6.30Pm 
Liberty Taken Apart by Aurelien Mole & students of Sir JJ School of Art
Sir JJ School of Art, Fine Art Building 
 
7Pm-10Pm
Liberty Taken Apart by Aurelien Mole & students of Sir JJ School of Art 
Clark House  

17 Dec
THU

20 Dec
sUn

7Pm-9Pm
aLLiance française bombay and cLark house Present:
Liberty taken by Servane Varnes
‘Remembrement’
Manon Gingold in conversation with the artist
Clark House 

Aurelien Mole. Photo credit Sumesh Sharma



Curated by Sumesh Sharma, Zasha Colah and Luca 
Cerizza. 

It is a Clark House project in association with the Institut 
Français, Osianama at Liberty, Sir JJ School of Art, & 
Stedelijk Museum Bureau Amsterdam. Supported by 
the Kadist Art Foundation, Paris. 

The Project is a collaboration where Osianama at 
Liberty opens its space to interventions that are 
demonstrative towards engaging a young audience of 
artists and students towards cinema, creating a critical 
enagagement between cinema and the visual arts. 

Sir JJ School of Art, notably the Printmaking and 
Sculpture departments enter into dialogue with the 
artist Aurelien Mole and their students on conceptual 
sculptural practices. 

The publication is supported by the Stedelijk Museum 
Bureau Amsterdam as part of the Kamrado project, 
which travels to the city and further on to the India Art 
Fair in 2016. 

Kadist Art Foundation, Paris is the author with Clark 
House of the exhibition format, structured on artist 
travel. 

Insitut Français is the primary sponsor and facilitator of 
the project.

Clark House Initiative is a curatorial collaborative and a 
union of artists concerned with ideas of freedom. 

Address: c/o RBT Group, Ground Floor, Clark House, 8 
Nathalal Parekh Marg (Old Wodehouse Road), Bombay 
400039. Opposite Sahakari Bhandar and Regal Cinema, next to 
Woodside Inn. Contact: +919820213816 | 9821140645 |  info@
clarkhouseinitiative.org  | clarkhouseinitiative.org 


